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ABSTRACT

Chronic homelessness in the United States persists because prevailing interventions address
housing placement without resolving the physiological preconditions, building the relational
foundations, and establishing the economic stability required for durable tenure. This paper
establishes the foundational theoretical framework for Systemic Dignity Infrastructure (SDI), a
compound architecture that identifies three systemically distinct layers of intervention including
Material Dignity Infrastructure (MDI), addressing biological stabilization through adaptive
reuse of distressed commercial real estate and Phase Zero metabolic protocols; Relational
Dignity Infrastructure (RDI), addressing the social environment required for ontological security
and identity capital accumulation; and Economic Dignity Infrastructure (EDI), addressing the
compound Return Deficit through protected cooperative reintegration and the Tenancy Bridge
Guarantee. Drawing on the capabilities approach, comparative international evidence from
Finland, and domestic program-level outcomes, the paper evaluates the fiscal drain, the legal
barriers, and the functional failures of emergency shelter and concentration-based responses.
It proposes a centralized tower architecture organized around Dunbar-scaled residential pods,
continuous relational presence through Pod Stewards, and CalAIM-funded clinical workforce
layers. Cost projections indicate an annual Efficiency Surplus of 33 to 82 million dollars
per tower through cross-system cost avoidance. Eight binary verification metrics constitute
a Singular Prototype Threshold that must pass before network expansion proceeds. This paper
serves as the first in a five-paper series; subsequent papers specify surplus capacity activation,
the Los Angeles implementation pipeline, relational infrastructure, and economic reintegration

mechanisms.
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1. Introduction: The Crisis of Expensive Failure

1.1. The Scale and Persistence of Homelessness

On a single night in January 2023, over 650,000 individuals experienced homelessness in the United
States, with approximately 260,000 classified as chronically homeless (U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 2023). Despite decades of policy intervention and billions in annual
expenditures, this crisis persists with geographic concentration in high-cost coastal cities. California
alone accounts for approximately 30% of the nation’s homeless population. State agencies spent over
$24 billion between 2018-2023 while achieving minimal measurable impact (California Legislative
Analyst’s Office, 2023).

A stark paradox defines the current system. Significant public expenditures frequently correlate with
poor population-level outcomes. In many high-cost jurisdictions, each person experiencing chronic
homelessness is estimated to cost taxpayers between $30,000 and $50,000 annually through emergency
services, hospitalization, jail stays, and crisis interventions (Greendoors, 2024; Culhane et al., 2002).
Emergency shelter beds in California and other high-cost coastal regions frequently cost $40,000—
$50,000 per person annually while achieving housing placement rates estimated in some systems at
2-16% (The Guardian, 2024; Maine State Housing Authority, 2023). Permanent Supportive Housing
remains the most effective intervention with 80-92% retention rates. This model functions at $20,000—
$25,000 annually but faces severe capacity constraints due to high land acquisition costs and heavy

staffing requirements (University of California, Berkeley, 2023).

1.2. The Concentration Paradigm and Its Failures

The prevailing model for homelessness resolution in the United States relies on the Concentration
Paradigm. This approach sequesters unhoused populations in large-scale institutional facilities,
including shelters, navigation centers, and congregate housing developments, located on expensive
urban land. Planners intend to centralize services and achieve economies of scale. This model

produces mechanical inefficiencies that inflate costs while degrading outcomes.

Large facilities strip individual autonomy through rigid institutional rules. They create high-stress
environments that discourage participation while concentrating predatory behaviors that require
expensive security systems. These conditions provoke fierce community resistance (Dear and Wolch,
1987). Concentrating visible poverty in specific urban districts transforms homelessness from a
distributed social challenge into a localized political crisis. The problem becomes highly visible

and intractable.
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The concentration model persists because it aligns with bureaucratic logic. Centralized facilities are
easier to monitor, contract, and report on. This organizational convenience extracts a substantial
human and economic cost. This paper evaluates whether a fundamentally different architectural

model can achieve improved outcomes at lower public cost.

1.3. Housing First and the Missing Infrastructure Tier

The Housing First model represents the most significant policy innovation in homelessness services
over the past three decades (Tsemberis, 2010). Providing immediate access to permanent housing
without preconditions of sobriety or treatment compliance correlates with high housing retention

rates and substantial reductions in total public service demand (Padgett et al., 2016).

The American implementation of Housing First fails to execute three critical assumptions. First,
the model assumes that individuals transitioning from chronic street homelessness can access basic
physiological infrastructure. This includes guaranteed hygiene and consistent nutrition. It further
requires sleep restoration alongside medical stabilization before housing tenure can be sustained. This
assumption holds in Finland because a national welfare system provides these prerequisites. This
infrastructure is absent in the fragmented American landscape. Second, the model assumes that
the housing environment itself will produce the relational conditions required for durable retention.
These conditions include the social recognition and community membership required to establish
ontological security. The Finnish system achieves this through housing advisors who maintain
continuous relational presence. The American system deploys transactional case managers at ratios
that preclude relational depth. Third, the model assumes that stable housing enables economic
reintegration through conventional labor market participation. Individuals carrying stigmatized
institutional markers face extended employment gaps, criminal records, and absent address histories.

The competitive external labor market yields returns approaching zero regardless of housing stability.

These three missing layers constitute the Dignity Stack. The first layer is Material Dignity Infras-
tructure, addressing the biological stabilization prerequisites through Phase Zero metabolic protocols
and adaptive reuse of distressed commercial real estate. The second layer is Relational Dignity
Infrastructure, addressing the social environment required for ontological security and identity capital
accumulation through Dunbar-scaled residential pods and continuous steward presence. The third
layer is Economic Dignity Infrastructure, addressing the compound return deficit through protected
cooperative reintegration mechanisms and a Tenancy Bridge Guarantee that routes program revenue

into external tenancy support. The stack is integrated. Each layer establishes the precondition for the
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one above it. This paper establishes the foundational theoretical framework for the complete Systemic
Dignity Infrastructure architecture. It introduces the centralized tower model that subsequent papers

specify in detail.

1.4. International Evidence and the Finnish Benchmark

Finland provides an essential proving ground for the sustained application of Housing First principles.
Finland has reduced long-term homelessness by nearly seventy percent since 2008 and has adopted
a national objective to eliminate street homelessness entirely by 2027 (SDG 16 Plus, 2023). The Y-
Foundation functions as a non-profit housing provider with over 17,000 apartments. This organization
achieves housing retention rates estimated at eighty percent while producing societal savings across

multiple systems (The Atlas, 2023).

Finnish evaluations estimate annual societal savings between $16,500 and $57,200 USD per person.
These figures reflect avoided costs across healthcare, emergency response, and criminal justice systems
(SDG 16 Plus, 2023; Y-Foundation, 2024). This success rests on three institutional pillars. The first
pillar treats housing as a fundamental human right. The second pillar requires national coordination
with local implementation flexibility. The third pillar integrates housing with mainstream public

services.

This paper examines whether comparable outcomes can be achieved through a distinctly American
mechanism. The proposed framework acquires distressed commercial real estate and converts it into
centralized stabilization towers. Sovereign state Medicaid billing funds the operations instead of
volatile municipal grant cycles. Evidence from Community First! Village suggests that relational

density and micro-community governance achieve retention rates and cost efficiencies that compete

with the Finnish model (Mobile Loaves and Fishes, 2024).

1.5. Paper Structure and Core Contributions

This paper makes four core contributions to the sociology of homelessness. The first contribution is
theoretical. The paper operationalizes Material Dignity as a capability, identifies the Dignity Barrier,
and introduces the three-layer Dignity Stack as the organizing architecture for homelessness resolution.
The second contribution is empirical. The paper conducts systematic comparative analysis of Housing
First implementations internationally and domestically. The third contribution is economic. The
paper introduces the Efficiency Surplus model for centralized adaptive-reuse tower operations. The
fourth contribution is institutional. The paper specifies the governance architecture required for

prototype deployment and verification.
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Section 2 develops the theoretical framework. Section 3 presents comparative evidence. Section 4
specifies the Material Dignity Infrastructure tower architecture. Section 5 presents the Efficiency
Surplus economic model. Section 6 proposes governance and legal frameworks. Section 7 analyzes
risks and failure modes. Section 8 maps stakeholder strategy. Section 9 concludes the paper by

establishing the series roadmap. The analysis begins by deconstructing the theoretical foundations.
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2. Theoretical Framework: Capabilities, Dignity, and Distribution

2.1. The Capabilities Approach to Housing and Human Development

Amartya Sen’s capabilities approach provides the philosophical foundation for Material Dignity
Infrastructure (Sen, 1999). Sen argues that development should be evaluated not by income or
utility but by people’s substantive freedoms. These freedoms represent their real opportunities to
achieve the lives they value. These opportunities represent the effective freedom to achieve valued
functionings. These functionings include states of being and doing such as remaining well-nourished,

mobile, educated, or socially integrated.

Martha Nussbaum translated Sen’s framework into practice by proposing a list of central human
capabilities. Her list includes bodily health with adequate shelter serving as a core component
(Nussbaum, 2011). Housing functions as a foundational capability enabling the pursuit of other
valued states rather than functioning as a basic commodity. Decent, affordable, and secure housing
provides the essential base for what Saunders (1989) terms ontological security. Individuals require
this security to engage in economic activity, social relationships, political participation, and personal

development.

Recent scholarship extends the capabilities approach explicitly to housing policy. Researchers argue
that policy should focus on expanding housing-related capabilities rather than providing shelter as
an isolated resource (Cambridge University Press, 2019). This framework considers both access to
physical structures and the broader freedoms that housing enables. These freedoms include protection
from chronic stress and health insecurity. They include the capacity to participate in community life.
They provide the stability to pursue employment and education without the constant disruption of

housing instability.

The Material Dignity Infrastructure model executes this approach by identifying hygiene access as a
prerequisite capability that must be secured before housing can effectively enable other functionings.
Without reliable access to showers, laundry, and restrooms, an individual lacks the material conditions
for workforce participation regardless of housing status. The model identifies and addresses the

Dignity Barrier to fulfill this core theoretical contribution.

2.2. The Dignity Barrier and the Preconditions for Economic Participation

The Dignity Barrier describes the mechanical exclusion from economic and social life caused by lacking

access to hygiene infrastructure. This barrier functions independently of housing status, motivation,
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or individual capacity. An individual may possess skills, education, and willingness to work while
remaining unemployable without the ability to present professionally at job interviews or maintain

workplace hygiene standards.

Empirical research confirms this linkage. Studies of mobile shower and laundry programs document
that hygiene access enables professional presentation. This access reduces employer discrimination,
restores self-esteem essential for job-seeking, and prevents health complications that hinder work
capacity. It serves as a gateway to engagement with other support services (The Share Community,
2024; Simply the Basics, 2024). Unhoused individuals cite lacking access to showers and clean clothing
as primary barriers to employment. They rank these material deficits ahead of other commonly cited

factors including transportation and childcare (National Institutes of Health, 2024).

The exclusion mechanism functions through multiple pathways. Employers hold explicit and implicit
biases against individuals who cannot maintain hygiene standards. They interpret visible signs of
homelessness as indicators of unreliability or mental health challenges regardless of actual capac-
ity (Oregon Business, 2024). Individuals lacking hygiene access experience profound psychological
barriers including shame, reduced self-efficacy, and social withdrawal. These psychological states com-
pound the material obstacle (Portland State University, 2024). Health consequences of poor hygiene,

including skin infections and ectoparasites, create additional physical barriers to employment.

Current Housing First policy addresses housing placement while frequently failing to ensure hygiene
access during the critical transition period. An individual placed in housing may still lack functioning
plumbing, face utility shutoffs due to inability to pay, or enter shelters with limited shower access
and restrictive hours. The Dignity Barrier persists even within the service system to create a gap

between housing provision and economic reintegration.

Material Dignity Infrastructure addresses this gap by establishing hygiene access as the first functional
tier. This tier functions as a universal, low-barrier entry point requiring no behavioral prerequisites
while functioning continuously. This architectural decision reflects the theoretical understanding that

hygiene functions as a prerequisite capability enabling all subsequent interventions.

2.3. Spatial Politics and the Social Production of Stigma

Jane Jacobs’s foundational insight in The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961) identifies
eyes on the street as the organizing principle of safe urban neighborhoods. Natural surveillance
from residents engaged in daily activities provides informal social control superior to formal security

systems. Concentrating vulnerable populations disrupts this mechanism by creating districts where



Working Paper, January 2026 (Revised July 2026) Foundational Theory (MDI Working Paper 1)

formal surveillance replaces natural community oversight. This disruption paradoxically increases

both actual and perceived danger.

Dear and Wolch (1987) analyzed the spatial politics of service-dependent ghettos. These urban
districts emerge when the concentration of homeless services creates zones of concentrated poverty,
degraded urban form, and intense stigmatization. These districts arise from a rational but counter-
productive logic to centralize services to achieve economies of scale and ease access for clients. The
result produces spatial concentration that amplifies predatory behaviors, requires expensive security
infrastructure, and degrades surrounding property values. This density provokes fierce neighborhood

resistance to any expansion.

The concentration paradigm creates a self-reinforcing cycle. Providers locate services in low-cost
districts with weak political constituencies. Concentration attracts street-level drug markets, informal
economies, and predatory actors. Degraded conditions justify more intensive security and institu-
tional control. Surrounding communities mobilize against expansion. Political pressure forces further
concentration in already-burdened districts. The unhoused population becomes simultaneously hyper-
visible through concentration in specific zones while remaining politically invisible and spatially

segregated from decision-makers.

The tower architecture inverts this logic through internal spatial design within a centralized facility.
The tower organizes residents into Dunbar-scaled pods of approximately 154 individuals to create
communities of recognition within a larger high-capacity facility. Biophilic infrastructure nodes
induce neurological downregulation. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design principles
ensure that natural surveillance by peers replaces institutional monitoring. Acoustic isolation rated
at STC 65 creates sovereign private space within a communal structure. The tower achieves the
eyes on the street principle internally to create a high-density vertical neighborhood that provides

informal social control without requiring suburban dispersion.

2.4. Adaptive Reuse and the Valuation Trap

The current crisis represents a fundamental spatial misallocation. The financialization of housing
has created artificial scarcity. This scarcity drives the cost of new permanent supportive housing
over $600,000 per unit in expensive jurisdictions like Los Angeles (Pacific Research Institute, 2024).
This cost structure guarantees that supply can never meet demand within existing public funding

constraints.

10
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Simultaneously, post-pandemic shifts in commercial real estate have stranded millions of square feet
of Class B and C office space in urban cores. These assets represent the Valuation Trap. They remain
heavily discounted due to high vacancy rates and impending debt maturities, yet they contain strong
structural frames, heavy utility infrastructure including water and electrical capacity, and central

locations adjacent to transit and existing medical facilities.

The proposed model capitalizes on this structural misalignment through adaptive reuse. Acquiring
distressed commercial towers below replacement cost transforms urban liabilities into stabilization
infrastructure. This capital arbitrage opportunity enables the rapid deployment of high-capacity
residential space exceeding 1,500 residents per tower at a fraction of the per-unit cost of ground-up

construction.

The tower functions as a transitional stabilization node rather than permanent housing. This
distinction maintains program integrity. The facility stabilizes the individual physiologically and
economically to prepare them for the Tenancy Bridge Guarantee. This guarantee leverages coopera-

tive enterprise revenue to subsidize their transition into scattered-site market housing.

11



Working Paper, January 2026 (Revised July 2026) Foundational Theory (MDI Working Paper 1)

3. Comparative Evidence: Validation from Distributed Models

3.1. International Goal: Finland’s Housing First Model

Finland’s transformation of homelessness policy represents the most compelling evidence that Housing
First principles can succeed at national scale. Between 2008 and 2022, Finland reduced long-term
homelessness by approximately 68%), from over 2,500 individuals to fewer than 850 (SDG 16 Plus,
2023). The Finnish government has adopted a national objective to eliminate homelessness entirely

by 2027. Over 15 years of consistent progress supports this objective.

The Y-Foundation, established in 1985, serves as the primary implementing organization. As Fin-
land’s fourth-largest landlord, the foundation converted former emergency shelters into permanent
housing units while maintaining support services without preconditions (The Atlas, 2023). This
approach demonstrates that removing sobriety and treatment prerequisites before accessing housing

associates with higher stability and lower system costs.

3.1.1 Cost-Effectiveness and Societal Savings

Finland’s economic analysis indicates substantial societal savings from Housing First implementation.
A 2011 evaluation by Tampere University of Technology estimated annual societal savings of $16,500—
$57,200 USD per person stemming from avoided costs in multiple systems (SDG 16 Plus, 2023). These
savings represent broad societal cost avoidance rather than direct budget line items. These avoided

costs manifest across several domains.
e Emergency Services: Reduced ambulance calls and emergency room visits.
e Healthcare: Decreased hospitalizations and better medication adherence.
e Criminal Justice: Fewer arrests for survival crimes and reduced jail bookings.
e Social Services: Lower demand for emergency shelter beds.

These evaluations suggest that Housing First functions as an investment that produces positive
societal returns through cost avoidance in neighboring systems. Longitudinal studies of high-acuity

cohorts replicate this finding (Larimer et al., 2009).

12



Working Paper, January 2026 (Revised July 2026) Foundational Theory (MDI Working Paper 1)

3.1.2 Policy Framework and Implementation

Finland’s results are achieved through three institutional pillars. First, the framing of housing as
a fundamental human right creates political durability. Second, the model employs national coor-
dination with local implementation flexibility. Third, Finland integrated housing with mainstream
services including standard healthcare and social security rather than creating parallel, homeless-

specific bureaucracies.

3.1.3 Applicability to the American Context

The Material Dignity Infrastructure model adapts Finland’s principles to American institutional
realities. Rather than government-owned housing stock, the model mobilizes distressed commercial
real estate through adaptive reuse. Rather than universal healthcare, the model captures revenue
through sovereign state Medicaid billing mechanisms like CalAIM. Rather than a rights-based fram-
ing, the framework focuses on cost-savings, infrastructure arbitrage, and cross-system emergency cost

avoidance.

The key insight from Finland is that unconditional housing access produces superior outcomes and
societal savings compared to compliance-based models. The architectural mechanism appears less
critical than the underlying principles of unconditional access and continuous relational support. Both

scattered-site apartments and centralized Dunbar pods can succeed if these principles are maintained.

3.2. Community First! Village: Indicative Outcomes

Community First! Village in Austin, Texas, represents a compelling American iteration of relational
density. Although a single-site development, its micro-community model clusters small groups of
homes to achieve outcomes comparable to international Housing First implementations. The tower
architecture executes this specific principle at industrial scale through the Dunbar pod structure.

3.2.1 Scale and Structure

Community First! Village houses over 420 formerly homeless individuals and is expanding toward
a capacity of 1,900 residents. Housing consists of tiny homes, RVs, and 3D-printed homes with

residents paying modest rent that covers a portion of facility costs.

3.2.2 Indicative Results and Survival Outcomes

Community First! Village reports outcomes that align with evidence-based standards.

13
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e Retention Rate: A reported 86% of residents remain housed. This rate remains consistent
with high-performing permanent supportive housing programs (Community First! Village,
2024). This metric is self-reported and not independently verified as detailed in the Sourcing
Note.

e Survival Outcomes: Available data indicate significant improvements in health and survival
outcomes relative to street homelessness. Residents experience substantially longer average

lifespans and better access to care (KVUE, 2024).

e Substance Use: Residents report substantial decreases in alcohol and drug use without

mandatory treatment requirements (KVUE, 2024).

e Economic Participation: Nearly 200 residents earned a combined $1.2 million through on-

site micro-enterprise programs (Dell Foundation, 2024).

These internal reports suggest that facility costs of $20,000-$25,000 annually per resident from all
sources can achieve high retention when combined with community infrastructure. This informs the
modeled projection which leverages Medicaid billing to achieve a substantial Efficiency Surplus over

these baseline facility costs.

3.3. Grace Marketplace: Contributory Impact

Grace Marketplace in Gainesville, Florida, provides direct validation of the low-barrier entry princi-
ples proposed for the Open Resource Center. During the period of Grace Marketplace’s operation,
Alachua County experienced a reported reduction of more than 50% in unsheltered homelessness.
The program was a major contributing factor to this reduction (Grace Marketplace, 2024; Alachua
County, 2023).

3.3.1 Low-Barrier Entry Points

Grace Marketplace functions as a hygiene-first entry point prioritizing immediate access to showers
and laundry without behavioral prerequisites. Building on nonprofit self-reporting and program
metrics, the organization reports a one-year housing retention rate of approximately 92% (CauselQ,

2024). This metric is self-reported and not independently verified as detailed in the Sourcing Note.

This model validates the theoretical proposition that reliable hygiene access functions as a significant
bridge to service engagement. By providing material dignity without preconditions, the Open

Resource Center builds the trust necessary to engage individuals who have been repeatedly excluded

14
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from traditional institutional settings. While the hygiene-as-capability principle can be deployed
at a community scale as a complementary measure, the tower ground floor constitutes the primary

implementation within the proposed framework.

3.4. Tiny Home Villages: Comparative Effectiveness

A review of tiny home programs reveals that their success is highly sensitive to program design. Stud-
ies comparing tiny home villages to traditional dormitory shelters generally show superior outcomes,

though success rates vary by duration and service integration (Center for Health Journalism, 2024).

Resident Satisfaction: A 2022 study by Portland State University found that 86% of pod-based
residents were satisfied with their individual units. This metric substantially exceeds satisfaction

rates reported for congregate shelters (Portland State University, 2022).

The variation in capital costs ranging from $2,300 to $130,000 per unit demonstrates the need for
standardized procurement and regulatory streamlining. The specification balances privacy, sanitation,

and capital mobility to target a mid-range cost that enables national scalability.

3.5. Conclusion of Evidence

The comparative evidence across Housing First, Project Homekey, and community-level developments
suggests that housing stability, basic material security, and voluntary engagement are consistently
associated with improved outcomes. The Material Dignity Infrastructure framework executes these
findings by creating the prerequisite hygiene infrastructure and distributed housing tiers that current

policy often assumes but does not provision.

15
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SOURCING NOTE for Section 3.2 and Section 3.3 Retention Figures:

The 86% retention rate reported for Community First! Village in Section 3.2.2 is drawn from a
Substack publication citing the organization’s own program data. The 92% one-year housing retention
rate reported for Grace Marketplace in Section 3.3.1 is drawn from CauselQ, a nonprofit database that
aggregates self-reported organizational metrics. Neither figure has been independently replicated or
published in peer-reviewed literature as of the date of this paper. Both figures are retained because
they are the only available program-level data for these sites and are consistent with outcomes
reported by comparable high-performing programs. Readers should treat them as indicative rather
than independently verified benchmarks. The paper’s core cost and savings projections in Section 5

are not dependent on either figure.

4. The MDI Tower Architecture

The Material Dignity Infrastructure tower converts distressed commercial real estate into centralized
stabilization facilities. The architecture functions as a sovereign residential environment organized
around biological stabilization, relational density, and transitional economic participation. This

section introduces the structural components that Working Papers 3 through 5 specify in detail.

4.1. Adaptive Reuse: Commercial-to-Residential Conversion

The prototype targets a Class B or C commercial office tower in a major metropolitan core. The
acquisition thesis exploits the post-pandemic structural vacancy crisis. These buildings carry debt
maturities against collapsing occupancy rates and remain available at deeply distressed valuations
below replacement cost. A building originally valued at $400 million or more may be acquired for

$100-$150 million when vacancy rates exceed forty percent and refinancing markets close.

The conversion retains the building’s structural frame, heavy utility infrastructure including water
risers, electrical capacity, and HVAC trunk lines, and its central location adjacent to transit and
existing medical facilities. Planners reconfigure interior floors into residential pods. Ground-floor
commercial space converts into the Open Resource Center. Upper floors serve clinical operations,

cooperative enterprise space, and administrative functions.

This model achieves two objectives simultaneously. First, it deploys high-capacity residential space
exceeding 1,500 residents per tower at a fraction of the per-unit cost of ground-up construction.
Second, it removes a distressed asset from the municipal tax base and converts it into a stabilization

facility producing Medicaid revenue and cross-system cost avoidance.

16
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4.2. The Open Resource Center

The ground floor of the tower functions as a continuous unconditional-access environment. No
identification, sobriety verification, or behavioral compliance is required for entry. The Open Resource

Center provides the following services.

e Hygiene Infrastructure: Private showers, laundry, restrooms, and grooming stations func-

tioning continuously.

e Nutrition: Prepared meals and food storage calibrated for metabolic recovery from prolonged

malnutrition.

e Wound Care: Basic medical triage for the dermatological and orthopedic conditions endemic

to street homelessness.

e Harm Reduction: Supervised consumption, naloxone distribution, and syringe exchange

services.

e Veterinary Services: Companion animal care designed to eliminate the primary barrier to

shelter entry for a significant proportion of the unhoused population.

e Relational Presence: Peer Support Specialists and outreach workers available for voluntary

engagement without appointment scheduling.

The Open Resource Center functions as the engagement layer of the pipeline. Individuals who access
ground-floor services face no requirement to enter the residential program. Repeated contact over time
with consistent relational figures, including the same Peer Support Specialist across multiple visits,
builds the trust required for voluntary residential enrollment. This sequence of unconditional access,
relational consistency, and voluntary enrollment replaces the traditional intake model of compliance

screening followed by conditional placement.

4.3. Phase Zero: Metabolic Stabilization

Individuals entering the residential program from chronic street homelessness present with compound
physiological destabilization. These conditions include malnutrition, sleep deprivation, untreated
wounds, unmanaged psychiatric symptoms, and substance dependence. Phase Zero addresses these

conditions before any housing tenure, employment, or social participation objective is introduced.

Phase Zero functions through Mental Health Rehabilitation Center licensed clusters of fifteen beds.
The fifteen-bed threshold functions as a regulatory design decision to avoid triggering the federal
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Institution for Mental Disease Exclusion. This exclusion prohibits Medicaid reimbursement for
facilities of 16 or more beds serving individuals with primary mental health diagnoses. Maintaining
clusters below this threshold allows Phase Zero to achieve Medicaid sub-acute billing at a fifty percent
federal participation rate. This sovereign funding mechanism makes the clinical layer financially

sustainable.
Phase Zero protocols address four domains:

1. Metabolic Refeeding: Controlled caloric reintroduction, micronutrient restoration, and hy-
dration monitoring for individuals whose nutritional baselines have been disrupted by months

or years of food insecurity.

2. Sleep Architecture Restoration: Circadian rhythm stabilization through controlled lighting,
acoustic isolation, and the elimination of hypervigilance cues that prevent restorative sleep in

unsheltered environments.

3. Wound Care and Medical Stabilization: Treatment of cellulitis, abscesses, dental infec-
tions, and untreated fractures that constitute the primary medical burden of chronic street

homelessness.

4. Psychiatric Symptom Management: Medication initiation or re-stabilization under As-
sertive Community Treatment team supervision based on a three-phase diagnostic protocol

that delays definitive diagnosis until metabolic stabilization is achieved.

The three-phase diagnostic protocol warrants emphasis. Many individuals presenting from chronic
homelessness exhibit psychiatric symptoms including psychosis, severe anxiety, and cognitive im-
pairment. These symptoms mirror primary mental illness while actually manifesting secondary to
malnutrition, sleep deprivation, and substance withdrawal. Phase Zero delays definitive psychiatric
diagnosis until metabolic stabilization is complete for a typical period of 30 to 90 days. This delay

prevents iatrogenic harm from premature pharmacological intervention.

4.4. The Dunbar Pod Structure

Above the Phase Zero clinical floors, the tower organizes residential space into 13 pods of approxi-
mately 154 residents each. The 154-resident pod size derives from Dunbar’s social brain hypothesis
(Dunbar, 1992). This hypothesis identifies the cognitive limit on the number of stable social relation-

ships a human can maintain. Every resident within a pod is known by name and face to every other

18



Working Paper, January 2026 (Revised July 2026) Foundational Theory (MDI Working Paper 1)

resident and to the Pod Steward. This relational saturation produces the community of recognition

that institutional housing historically fails to create.
Each pod contains:

e Private Residential Units: Individual rooms with STC 65 acoustic isolation equivalent
to luxury hotel construction provide sovereign private space within a communal structure.
Acoustic isolation functions as a clinical design parameter rather than an amenity. It eliminates

the hypervigilance cues that prevent restorative sleep in congregate settings.

e Pod Common Kitchen: A shared cooking and dining space produces the ambient relational
contact identified by Community First! Village as the primary driver of social cohesion (Mobile
Loaves and Fishes, 2024).

e Biophilic Infrastructure Nodes: Living walls, natural light wells, and planted common
areas induce neurological downregulation (Porges, 2011). These nodes function as clinical
infrastructure rather than aesthetic features. Polyvagal theory indicates that environmental

cues signaling safety produce measurable reductions in sympathetic nervous system activation.

e Digital Access Center: High-speed internet workstations, printing, and video conferencing

facilities enable remote employment, educational enrollment, and legal proceedings.

4.5. The Pod Steward

Each pod is staffed by a Pod Steward who functions as a live-in resident providing continuous
ambient relational presence. The Pod Steward functions differently from a case manager, security
officer, or clinical worker. The role is defined by what it excludes. The Pod Steward carries no clinical
responsibilities, no security enforcement authority, and no administrative gatekeeping function. The
Steward serves as a neighbor whose continuous presence creates the ontological permanence theorized
by Giddens (1991). This permanence describes the experience of being known, recognized, and

expected by another person across time.

The compensation model functions through sovereign residency. The Pod Steward receives permanent
housing, meals, healthcare, and a modest stipend in exchange for continuous presence. This model
creates the systemic equivalent of the Finnish housing advisor adapted for the American context
where no comparable public workforce exists. Working Paper 4 specifies the Pod Steward role, its

relational metrics, and its position within the Relational Dignity Infrastructure in detail (DiBella,
2026¢).

19



Working Paper, January 2026 (Revised July 2026) Foundational Theory (MDI Working Paper 1)

4.6. Population Taxonomy

The pipeline taxonomy identifies four distinct populations to avoid treating the chronically homeless

population as a monolithic category. Each population requires a matched intervention instrument:

e Pipeline A: Near-homeless individuals voluntarily seeking stabilization. These individuals
present the highest engagement probability and shortest stabilization timeline. They serve as

candidates for rapid transition through Phase Zero to permanent housing.

e Pipeline B: Encamped individuals who remain engageable through sustained outreach. These
individuals present a moderate engagement timeline. They require repeated Assertive Commu-

nity Treatment team contact before voluntary enrollment.

e Pipeline C: Behaviorally calcified chronic street residents whose neurological and social pat-
terns have adapted to unsheltered survival over years or decades. These individuals present
the longest engagement timeline. They require the full Phase Zero metabolic protocol before

housing tenure can be sustained.

e Pipeline C Sub-variant: Hidden riparian populations residing in flood channels, riverbeds,
and wilderness areas outside standard outreach routes. These populations require specialized

geographic outreach before standard protocols apply.

e Pipeline D: Voluntary nomadic individuals who decline residential placement. The framework
respects this autonomy while maintaining unconditional Open Resource Center access. Pipeline
D individuals register as unique service recipients rather than program failures. They receive

service through ground-floor infrastructure without residential enrollment.

This taxonomy prevents the error that has plagued previous Housing First implementations. Pre-
vious models applied a single intervention instrument to a heterogeneous population and measured
outcomes as if all individuals entered from equivalent baseline conditions. Working Paper 3 specifies

the pipeline matching protocols in detail (DiBella, 2026a).
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5. The Efficiency Surplus Model

5.1. Methodological Note on Economic Projections

The figures presented in this section serve as modeled projections based on a synthesis of empirical
data anchors from existing service programs and conservative structural assumptions. They represent
scenario-based estimates rather than guaranteed empirical findings. The actual fiscal impacts depend
on regional implementation conditions, managed care plan contracting, and the systemic fidelity of

the tower architecture.

5.2. Tower Capitalization

The prototype requires total capitalization of approximately $220 million structured through a

blended capital stack:

Capital Tranche Modeled Amount Source and Terms

Tranche A: Catalytic Equity $40-$60 Million Mission-driven family offices;
Program-Related Investments;

first-loss position

Tranche B: Senior Debt $120-$140 Million Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions; concession-

ary interest rates

Capitalized Interest Reserve $20-$30 Million Pre-funded debt service during
18 to 24 month conversion pe-
riod

Total Capitalization $220 Million Blended cost of capital be-

low market rate

The acquisition target remains a distressed commercial tower available at twenty-five to forty percent
of replacement cost. This valuation discount provides the capital arbitrage that makes the model
financially viable. New-build permanent supportive housing in Los Angeles exceeds $600,000 per unit
(Pacific Research Institute, 2024). Adaptive reuse achieves per-unit conversion costs ranging from

$50,000 to $80,000.
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5.3. Revenue Architecture

The tower produces revenue through three primary channels derived from sovereign state and federal

funding mechanisms rather than volatile municipal grant cycles:

Revenue Channel Billing Mechanism Projected Annual Revenue

Enhanced Care Management CalAIM HCPCS codes; per- $18-$24 Million

member-per-month billing

In Lieu of Services Community Supports; housing $8-$12 Million

transition navigation

Cooperative Enterprise Internal micro-economy rev- $4-$8 Million
enue; external contract fulfill-

ment

Total Revenue Combined sovereign billing $30-$44 Million

+ enterprise

The California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal program provides the sovereign funding archi-
tecture (Department of Health Care Services, 2024). Enhanced Care Management and In Lieu of
Services function as Medi-Cal billing categories that allow managed care plans to fund housing-related
clinical services at federal matching rates. This revenue functions as an entitlement-based funding
stream tied to enrolled population and documented service delivery rather than relying on annual

appropriations, competitive grant applications, or municipal budget cycles.

5.4. The Efficiency Surplus

The Efficiency Surplus represents the difference between the tower’s total facility expenditure and
the cross-system emergency costs that the tower’s population would otherwise produce. Empirical
data from high-acuity homeless cohorts consistently documents annual per-person emergency costs
ranging from $30,000 to $50,000 across healthcare, criminal justice, and crisis services (Culhane et al.,

2002; Larimer et al., 2009).
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Tower Annual

(2,000 residents)

Fiscal Category Per-Person Annual

Cross-System Emergency Costs (Baseline) $30,000-$50,000 $60-$100 Million

Tower Facility Expenditure $9,000-$12,000 $18-$24 Million

Revenue from CalAIM + Enterprise — $30-$44 Million

Net Efficiency Surplus — $33—-$82 Million

The Efficiency Surplus range of $33 to $82 million per tower per year reflects the difference between
avoided emergency system costs and net tower facility costs after revenue. This surplus functions
as a measure of fiscal displacement rather than a profit center. Public dollars currently spent on
emergency responses that produce no durable outcome are redirected toward infrastructure that

produces measurable stabilization, retention, and transition metrics.

5.5. Comparison to Prevailing Interventions

Intervention Type Housing Cost  Emergency Total Public Retention
Costs Cost Rate
Street (Status Quo) $0 $30,000-$50,000  $30,000-$50,000 N/A
Emergency Shelter  $40,000-$50,000  $10,000-$15,000  $50,000-$65,000 < 40%
Traditional PSH $20,000-$25,000  $5,000-$8,000 $25,000-$33,000  80-92%
Community First! $20,000-$25,000  $10,000-$21,000  $35,000-$46,000  86%

MDI Tower $9,000—

$12,000

$3,000-%5,000

$12,000—
$17,000

Target 85%+

The tower achieves cost compression through three mechanisms that distributed models cannot
replicate. First, the architecture produces economies of scale in clinical staffing across the large
Third, the

centralized facility eliminates the scattered-site logistics overhead that inflates per-unit costs in

resident population. Second, Medicaid billing revenue offsets baseline facility costs.

traditional permanent supportive housing.
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6. Governance and Legal Architecture

6.1. The Tripartite Coalition

The tower functions through a Tripartite Coalition. This dual-entity legal structure separates asset

protection from functional execution.

e Delaware Statutory Trust: Holds title to the real estate. The trust structure shields the
physical asset from political interference, creditor claims against the managing entity, and
municipal attempts to redirect the facility. Delaware trust law provides the strongest asset

protection framework available in American jurisprudence.

e Federal Stewardship Authority: A federally chartered corporation modeled on the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority.

e California Public Benefit Corporation: Executes daily facility management, clinical coor-
dination, and Medicaid billing. The corporation structure mandates a public benefit purpose
in its articles of incorporation to prevent mission drift toward profit maximization. Board

composition requirements ensure resident representation.

The Tennessee Valley Authority model provides three systemic features required by the framework.
First, a federal charter establishes independence from local political cycles. Second, the regional scope
crosses municipal and county boundaries. Third, the Authority maintains the ability to issue revenue
bonds backed by facility cash flows rather than general tax obligations. The Authority manages the

tower, contracts with managed care plans, and administers the Medicaid billing infrastructure.

The Tripartite Coalition separates three functions that traditional nonprofit housing typically col-
lapses into a single entity. These functions include asset ownership through the trust, facility
management through the corporation, and clinical service delivery through contracted Assertive
Community Treatment teams and managed care plan partnerships. This separation prevents the
organizational dysfunction that occurs when a single entity must simultaneously protect a real estate

asset, manage complex clinical infrastructure, and satisfy multiple funder reporting requirements.

6.2. The Stewardship Authority

The implementation plan calls for a federally chartered Stewardship Authority modeled on the
Tennessee Valley Authority. The Authority possesses functional autonomy within a defined regional

scope to enable an execution velocity that fragmented local governance cannot achieve.
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The Tennessee Valley Authority model provides three systemic features required by the framework.
First, a federal charter establishes independence from local political cycles. Second, the regional scope
crosses municipal and county boundaries. Third, the Authority maintains the ability to issue revenue
bonds backed by facility cash flows rather than general tax obligations. The Authority manages the

tower, contracts with managed care plans, and administers the Medicaid billing infrastructure.

6.3. Revenue Mechanics

The California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal program provides three specific billing categories
that fund facility infrastructure (Department of Health Care Services, 2024; California Coalition for
Rural Housing, 2024):

1. Enhanced Care Management: Per-member-per-month billing for individuals with complex
medical and behavioral health needs. This category funds the Assertive Community Treatment

teams, psychiatric services, and care coordination infrastructure.

2. In Lieu of Services and Community Supports: Billing for housing-related services includ-
ing housing transition navigation, housing tenancy and sustaining services, and recuperative
care. This category funds the Pod Steward compensation model and residential infrastructure

management.

3. Housing Transition Navigation Services: Specific billing codes for activities that move
individuals from homelessness to stable housing including document procurement, benefits

enrollment, and tenancy preparation.

These revenue streams function as sovereign state funding mechanisms. They avoid annual appro-
priations battles, competitive grant application cycles, and municipal budget discretion. Revenue
flows directly from managed care plan contracts based on documented service delivery to enrolled

beneficiaries.

6.4. Resident Rights Framework

The tower functions under an Anti-Detention Covenant. This legally binding instrument guarantees
unrestricted voluntary egress at all times. No resident faces prevention from leaving the facility. No
service requires continued residency as a condition of access. No behavioral compliance requirement

limits housing tenure.
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The only exceptions to voluntary residency remain the existing legal mechanisms of Lanterman-
Petris-Short Conservatorship for individuals who remain gravely disabled and unable to provide for
basic needs and the Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment Court for individuals with
schizophrenia spectrum disorders who meet specific statutory criteria. These function as external

legal processes with independent judicial oversight rather than internal facility policies.

6.5. The Singular Prototype Threshold

The framework includes an explicit falsifiability mechanism. FEight binary verification metrics con-
stitute the Singular Prototype Threshold. All eight must pass at the prototype site including the
proposed One California Plaza site in Los Angeles before network expansion to additional towers

receives authorization:
1. Retention rate exceeding eighty-five percent at twenty-four months.
2. Phase Zero metabolic stabilization completion rate exceeding seventy percent.
3. Medicaid revenue covering at least sixty percent of facility expenditure.
4. Cooperative enterprise producing measurable resident income.
5. Pod Steward continuity rate exceeding eighty percent at twelve months.
6. Cross-system emergency cost reduction exceeding forty percent for the enrolled population.
7. Resident satisfaction score exceeding seventy percent on a validated instrument.
8. Zero involuntary discharge events outside of external legal processes.

If any metric fails at the prototype site, the expansion halts and the failure mode undergoes diagnosis
before additional capital deployment. This threshold functions as the scientific integrity clause of the
thesis. The framework claims specific, measurable outcomes and commits to abandoning expansion

if those outcomes fail to materialize.
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7. Risk Analysis and Failure Modes

7.1. Permanent Institutionalization Risk

The primary existential risk to the framework is that the tower becomes a terminal destination rather
than a transitional stabilization node. If residents remain indefinitely without progressing toward
independent housing, the tower reproduces the warehousing dynamic that the architecture explicitly

rejects.

Structural Safeguard: The Tenancy Bridge Guarantee specified in Working Paper 5 creates
a financial mechanism that routes cooperative enterprise revenue into external tenancy support.
Explicit residency timelines targeting eighteen to thirty-six months, transition accountability metrics,
and discharge planning beginning at ninety days post-enrollment prevent institutional inertia. The
Singular Prototype Threshold includes retention rate measurement at twenty-four months specifically

to verify that residents transition out rather than accumulating indefinitely (DiBella, 2026d).

7.2. Cooperative Governance Failure

Democratic governance within the tower is vulnerable to erosion under resource pressure. If cooper-
ative structures become captured by dominant individuals, faction formation, or simple apathy, the
governance layer fails to produce the civic participation and identity capital accumulation that justify

its existence.

Structural Safeguard: The architecture imposes fixed term limits for all cooperative board posi-
tions with mandatory rotation preventing consecutive terms. Bylaws receive adoption before facility
activation rather than negotiated under acute pressure. An independent ombudsperson maintains
authority to investigate governance complaints. The framework tracks governance participation as a

metric feeding into the Singular Prototype Threshold.

7.3. Free-Rider Problem

The cooperative economic model requires proportional labor contribution from residents. If a sig-
nificant proportion of residents benefit from collective housing without contributing to cooperative

enterprises, the economic model collapses and resentment erodes social cohesion.

Structural Safeguard: Contribution-tracked profit distribution ensures that cooperative revenue is
allocated proportionally to documented labor hours. A governance participation multiplier provides

additional economic benefit to residents who participate in pod governance. These mechanisms create
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material incentive for contribution without imposing punitive consequences for non-participation that
would violate the Anti-Detention Covenant. Working Paper 5 specifies the cooperative economic
architecture in detail (DiBella, 2026d).

7.4. Participant Heterogeneity

The pipeline taxonomy introduced in Section 4.6 acknowledges population heterogeneity, but the
fixed-sequence framework progressing from Phase Zero to residential stabilization to economic par-
ticipation may fail to accommodate individuals whose needs do not follow this sequence. Some
Pipeline A individuals may require economic participation before residential stabilization is complete.

Conversely, some Pipeline C individuals may never achieve cooperative employment capacity.

Structural Safeguard: The pipeline taxonomy functions as a flexible matching instrument rather
than a rigid sequence. Individuals receive a match to the pipeline that corresponds to their baseline
condition, and transition between pipelines remains permitted as conditions change. The population

taxonomy undergoes detailed functional specification in Working Paper 3 (DiBella, 2026a).

7.5. The Project Homekey Caveat

The high vacancy rates observed in California’s Project Homekey exceeding seventy percent in some
Los Angeles County properties serve as a cautionary tale regarding the readiness gap (Pacific Research
Institute, 2024). Project Homekey failed where it prioritized property acquisition over systemic
infrastructure. The program purchased hotels without establishing the clinical staff, service contracts,

or resident-matching systems required for stabilization.

Structural Safeguard: The framework reverses this sequence. Phase Zero clinical infrastructure,
Assertive Community Treatment team staffing, and the Medicaid billing apparatus must achieve
functional activation before the first resident enrolls. The tower conversion proceeds in parallel with
clinical workforce development rather than sequentially. Capital flows into a building only when the
clinical infrastructure is ready to receive residents. The Singular Prototype Threshold introduced
in Section 6.5 ensures that expansion cannot proceed until the prototype demonstrates functional

readiness.
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8. Stakeholder Strategy

8.1. Institutional Capital Partners

The capital stack requires mission-aligned institutional investors willing to accept below-market

returns in exchange for measurable social impact. The primary targets include the following entities:

e Mission-Driven Family Offices: These investors provide catalytic first-loss equity repre-
senting Tranche A. They accept the highest risk position in exchange for the highest social
impact attribution and the ability to demonstrate that private capital can address structural

homelessness.

e Community Development Financial Institutions: These entities provide senior conces-
sionary debt representing Tranche B. These institutions maintain charters specifically to provide
capital in underserved markets. The tower represents the kind of community development

investment that these institutions are designed to fund.

e Program-Related Investments: This mechanism deploys foundation capital as investment
rather than grant. Investments from major foundations including Ford, MacArthur, and Kresge

can bridge the gap between catalytic equity and senior debt.

8.2. Clinical and Service Partners

e Managed Care Plans: Medicaid billing requires contractual relationships with managed
care plans. These plans maintain financial incentive to participate because Enhanced Care
Management and In Lieu of Services billing produces per-member-per-month revenue while

reducing the high-cost emergency utilization that erodes plan profitability.

e Assertive Community Treatment Workforce: Assertive Community Treatment teams
provide the clinical backbone. Team members including psychiatrists, nurses, social workers,
and peer specialists remain embedded in the tower rather than functioning from external offices.
This centralized model eliminates the travel overhead that degrades clinical contact time in

scattered-site models.

e Peer Support Specialist Credentialing: The California Advancing and Innovating Medi-
Cal program authorizes billing for services delivered by credentialed Peer Support Specialists

who possess lived experience of homelessness, mental illness, or substance use disorder. This
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policy creates a career pathway for residents who transition from program participants to

credentialed clinical workforce members.

8.3. Municipal Government

Municipal governments remain stakeholders through emergency cost avoidance. Every individual
stabilized in the tower represents avoided emergency room visits, jail bookings, crisis team dispatches,
and encampment cleanup initiatives. The political incentive is straightforward. Mayors and city
councils can demonstrate measurable reductions in visible homelessness and emergency expenditure

without the political liability of siting a traditional congregate shelter.

The 2024 Measure Alpha bond measure in Los Angeles specifically provides a dedicated municipal
funding stream for homelessness infrastructure. The tower is designed to qualify for this capital

allocation.

8.4. Resident Governance

Residents function as active participants rather than passive recipients of services. The cooperative
governance structure including the Cooperative Board and Pod Councils creates a mechanism for res-
ident participation that functions simultaneously as democratic self-governance and identity capital
accumulation. Participation in governance including voting, serving on committees, and mediating
disputes produces the civic equivalence that replaces the institutional markers including employment

history, address history, and credit scores that the Return Deficit has destroyed.

8.5. Political Economy of the Material Dignity Framing

The choice of terminology represents a strategic decision aimed at coalition-building across the
political spectrum. For progressive advocates, the framework emphasizes human rights, autonomy;,
and the rejection of institutional paternalism. It addresses the physiological stabilization gap that
traditional Housing First ignores and frames the issue as a matter of capability deprivation in the

Senian tradition.

For conservative policymakers, the model functions as an infrastructure investment that produces
measurable fiscal returns. The Efficiency Surplus demonstrates that public dollars currently spent
on emergency responses can be redirected toward infrastructure that produces durable outcomes.
The Tripartite Coalition structure insulates facilities from government bureaucracy. The Singular

Prototype Threshold imposes accountability metrics that traditional social programs lack. This
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bipartisan framing creates a broader political base for implementation than either progressive or

conservative framing could achieve alone.
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9. Conclusion and Series Roadmap

9.1. Theoretical Contribution

This paper establishes three foundational concepts for the Systemic Dignity Infrastructure framework.
First, it defines Material Dignity as a capability in the Senian framework. This definition identifies
reliable access to hygiene, nutrition, sleep, and medical stabilization as prerequisites for all subsequent
interventions. The Dignity Barrier concept provides an analytical category for the persistent failure

of Housing First implementations that provide housing without resolving physiological preconditions.

Second, it introduces the Dignity Stack. This three-layer theoretical architecture includes Material,
Relational, and Economic components that organize the complete framework. The stack functions as
an integrated progression where each layer serves as the precondition for the one above it. Material
provision without relational infrastructure produces the American retention floor which represents the
gap between Housing First placement rates and long-term retention. Relational infrastructure with-
out material provision produces environments in which no one can function. Economic reintegration

without both produces premature exposure to the compound Return Deficit.

Third, it introduces the centralized tower architecture as the proposed implementation mechanism.
This model requires the adaptive reuse of distressed commercial real estate organized around Dunbar-
scaled residential pods, Phase Zero metabolic stabilization, and Medicaid-funded clinical workforce
layers. This architecture replaces the concentration paradigm through internal spatial design that

achieves relational density within a centralized facility rather than through suburban dispersion.

9.2. Empirical Validation

International evidence from Finland including a reported sixty-eight percent reduction in long-term
homelessness and societal savings ranging from $16,500 to $57,200 per person annually validates the
core Housing First principles that the architecture builds upon (SDG 16 Plus, 2023; Y-Foundation,
2024). Domestic evidence from Community First! Village including eighty-six percent retention and
significant economic participation through micro-enterprise validates the relational density principle
that the Dunbar pod structure scales to industrial capacity (Mobile Loaves and Fishes, 2024).
Evidence from Grace Marketplace validates the unconditional hygiene access principle that the Open

Resource Center implements (Grace Marketplace, 2024).

Comparative analysis establishes the tower’s position in the intervention landscape by achieving per-

resident costs fifty to seventy percent below traditional permanent supportive housing while targeting
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equivalent or superior retention rates through the addition of the relational and economic layers that

Housing First omits.

9.3. The Series Roadmap

This paper serves as the first in a five-paper series. Each subsequent paper specifies one component

of the Systemic Dignity Infrastructure in functional detail:

e Working Paper 1: Foundational theory, capabilities framework, Dignity Stack introduction,

and tower architecture overview.

e Working Paper 2: The structural misalignment diagnosis. This paper specifies the National
Stability Utility concept, surplus capacity activation through distressed commercial real estate
acquisition, and the economic case for converting municipal emergency liabilities into collater-

alized infrastructure equity (DiBella, 2026b).

e Working Paper 3: The Los Angeles implementation pipeline. This paper specifies Phase
Zero protocols, the Five Parallel Processes including Assertive Community Treatment field
engagement, the legal lever system, facility management, data infrastructure, the ontological
permanence architecture, and the functional mechanics of the centralized stabilization model
(DiBella, 2026a).

e Working Paper 4: Relational Dignity Infrastructure. This paper specifies the Pod Steward
sovereign residency mechanism, ontological security production conditions, identity capital
accumulation pathways, and the relational metrics including the Steward Recognition Index

and Named Peer Contact Index that predict retention (DiBella, 2026¢).

e Working Paper 5: Economic Dignity Infrastructure. This paper specifies the compound
Return Deficit, cooperative reintegration mechanisms, the Tenancy Bridge Guarantee, and
the economic architecture that enables protected economic participation before external labor

market reentry (DiBella, 2026d).

9.4. Closing Statement,

Homelessness persists in the United States because prevailing interventions address housing placement
without resolving the physiological, relational, and economic preconditions required for durable tenure.
The Dignity Stack names these preconditions. The tower provides the physical infrastructure to

produce them. The series specifies the complete architecture required to move individuals from
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street homelessness through biological stabilization, relational integration, and protected economic

participation to independent tenancy.

The Singular Prototype Threshold commits this framework to empirical verification before expansion.
If the eight binary metrics pass at the prototype site, the architecture achieves validation and
network expansion proceeds. If any metric fails, the failure mode undergoes diagnosis and the
framework undergoes revision. This framework functions as an infrastructure specification premised

on falsifiability rather than a policy proposal premised on optimism.

Implementation awaits prototype validation.
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